Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 MONTEV 04401 131927Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 PM-05 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 
INR-07 NSAE-00 DHA-05 /054 W 

080265 140234Z/72 

R 131904ZSEP 77 
FM AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4761 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MONTEVIDEO 4401 

E.O. 11652: NA 
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SUBJ: 2,000 PERSONS PAY TRIBUTE TO BLANCO PARTY HERO SARA VIA 

1. BETWEEN 11:00 AM AND 6:00 PM, SEPTEMBER 10, SOME 
2,000 PERSONS PAID A (GENERALLY) SILENT, FLOWER-LAYING 
TRIBUTE TO BLANCO PARTY HERO APARICIO SARAVIA ON 73RD ANI- 
VERSARY OF HIS DEATH. 

2. AS IN PAST YEARS, INTERIOR MINISTRY AUTHORIZED TRIBUTE 
ONLY ON MORNING OF EVENT AND DENIED PERMISSION FOR ANY 
SPEECHES TO BE DELIVERED. SIGNIEICANCE LIES IIN SUB- 
STANTIAL INCREASE IN NUMBER OF PERSONS PARTICIPATING, IN 
SPITE OF FEAR ON PART OF PUBLIC-SECTOR EMPLOYEES THAT THEY 
MIGHT BE IDENTIEIED AND EIRED FROM POSTS. 

3. BLANCO PARTY SOURCES INDICATED THAT NUMEROUS PERSONS 
WERE DETAINED AND SUBSEQUENTLY RELEASED, AS EOLLOWS: 

(A) THREE ORGANIZERS (THOSE WHO REQUESTED GOU PERMISSION 
FOR TRIBUTE) DETAINED SEVEN HOURS, ALLEGEDLY BECAUSE OF 
SCATTERED SHOUTING AGAINST GOVERNMENT; (B) 18-YEAR OLD 
SYMPATHIZER (JUAN MANUEL PETIT) DETAINED FOUR HOURS, 
APPARENTLY FOR PHOTOGRAPHING EVENT; AND, (C) 33 BLANCO 
MILITANTS AND DRIVER OF BUS WHICH BROUGHT THEM FROM IN- 
TERIOR HELD THREE HOURS, SUPPOSEDLY AS HARASSMENT. 
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